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1. UNDER SECRETARY OF INTERIOR, FERNANDO GUTIERREZ BARRIOS 

(THE OTHER RIGHT HAND MAN AND "HOMBRE DE CONFIANZA" OF THE 

PRESIDENT) ASKED TO SEE ME URGENTLY, BEING WILLING TO COME 

TO THE EMBASSY CHANCERY (FOR THE FIRST TIME)FOR THIS 

PURPOSE. HE SAID HE CAME ON SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 

PRESIDENT WHO WAS CONCERNED THAT I HAD MENTIONED THE 

VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR'S VISIT TO FAUSTO ZAPATA YESTERDAY 

(EMBTEL 4551). HE SAID HE PRESUMED THAT I WAS AWARE THAT WHILE 

THE PRESS HAD ATTEMPTED TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE AMBASSADOR 

WAS TRAVELLING AS PART OF THE PARTY OF PRESIDENT AND MRS. 

ECHEVERRIA, THIS WAS AN EXAGGERATION. THE PRESIDENT WAS UNABLE 

TO RECEIVE THE AMBASSADOR IN MEXICO CITY AS HE WAS AWAY FOR AN 

EXTENDED TRIP IN THE INTERIOR. AND IT WAS URGENT THAT HE SAW 

HIM IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF ESTABLISHMENT 

OF RELATIONS WHICH HAD TO BE COORDINATED WITH SAIGON/HANOI 

TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED ON MONDAY. FOR THIS REASON THE 

PRESIDENT HAD DECIDED TO RECEIVE HIM AT PUERTO VALLARTA 

DURING THE COURSE OF HIS TOUR OF THAT REGION. GUTIERREZ 

BARRIOS FLEW THE AMBASSADOR AND HIS AIDES UP TO GUADALAJARA 
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THEN THE VIETNAMES PARTY WAS FLOWN BACK IN A SEPARATE PLANE. 
GUTIERREZ BARRIOS SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT PRIVATELY ADMONISHED 
THE VIETNAMESEREGARDING NON-INTERVENTION IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, 

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE SPECIFICALLY STATED 
THESE PRINCIPLES, CONTRARY TO THE SIMPLE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE 
VIETNAMES HAD PROPOSED. THE PRESIDENT HAD ALSO PREVIOUSLY 
MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS AS TO MEXICAN DEVOTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS, 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH, PUBLICATION, ELECTIONS, ETC. (EMBTEL 4548). 

2. THE PRESIDENT HOPED I WOULD USE THIS BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
IN PLACING THE MATTER IN PERSPECTIVE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE, EMPHASIZING THE PRESS HAD EXAGGERATED HIS GESTURE 
TOWARDS THE VIETNAMESE. I THANKED HIM COURTEOUSLY FOR THIS 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND POINTED OUT THE FACT THAT I HAD 
RECEIVED NO INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE BUT HAD 
MERELY TAKEN IT UPON MYSELF TO OBSERVE THAT ECHEVERRIA'S HOSTING 
OF THE VIETNAMESE MIGHT BE MISINTERPRETED AT HOME AS AN EX- 
CESSIVE GESTURE TOWARDS THE PRG AT THIS MOMENT. GUTIERREZ 
BARRIOS AGREED ENTIRELY AND POINTED OUT THAT THE MATTER OF 
ESTABLISHING RELATIONS WAS SOMETHING WHICH HAD BEEN DISCUSSED 
WITH THE USG THROUGH OTHER CHANNELS AND WE HAD NOT ANY 
OBJECTIONS. 
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